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Looking beyond the short term, the European Commission outlines the path towards Europe
2020 through three priorities: improving knowledge and innovation, achieving a greener and more
competitive economy, developing a high employment economy.
Regarding to this, the cohesion policy and structural funds are key delivery mechanisms to
achieve the priorities of smart, sustainable and inclusive growth in all Member States and regions.
The European Commission is not focused only on the level of funding, but also is interested in
maximising the impact of funding instruments. Strengthening the dimension of Transnational
Cooperation under the future ESF can contribute to increase the impact, the efficiency and the
added value of this Fund.
In this perspective, trans-nationality is an important good governance tool in our hands, applying
an important multiplier effect: it involves actually good practices, sharing of information and
multilevel participation.
Moreover, given the effect of the current economic and financial crisis on the planned
implementation of trans-nationality, the Commission could consider the need to negotiate a ringfenced amount of money at operational level or the possibility of increased co-financing for
transnational activities, in a framework of closest coordination.
Although the future Structural Fund regulations are still being drafted, the Commission has
already developed some first ideas regarding possible elements of future trans-nationality: transnational and interregional cooperation under the mainstream ESF Operational Programmes,
national or regional (the Commission could define together with the Member States a common
framework which could provide for some minimum thematic coordination and include guidelines
on implementation arrangements) and an EU-level Community Programme/Initiative, to
complement actions at national level (at EU level a dedicated Community Programme/Initiative
could complement transnational action at Member State level with a forward looking vision, within
the framework of European transnational action, in particular the work of the EU level Learning
Networks).
Such an initiative could fill gaps related to the transposition of EU legislation and, in particular,
persistent gaps in policy delivery, as well as the need for the improvement in administrative or
institutional capacity.
The European Commission stresses the importance of action, commitment and involvement by
people at regional and local level and this is where the Committee of Regions role is relevant in
making a difference through transnational cooperation.
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